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Teresa
Gregory, ,55) 3
school staff

and former /
student :

the school

Creeds serves 285 students

in kindergarten through fifth
grade. The attendance zone
encompasses parts or all of
Blackwater, Creeds, Knotts Island
and Pungo.

the ‘family’ tree

Take a look at the numerous
connections within the Creeds
school family, Chart, Page 8§

After 68 vears. rural
Beach commumity still
revolves around school

Bv Lauren Roth
The Virginian-Pilat

VIRGINIA BEACH
EARLY 50 YEARS AGO,
Raobin Davenport was an ea-

ger first-grader at Creeds Ele-

mentary School.

Then, many of the students
and staff lived in the same rural
neighborhoods and attended the
same churches. The principal’s
husband ran one of the area’s
few gas stations, and probably

school staff and
former students,
top to bottom:

1o Ann StutZman,
sally Davis,
Sharon Arnold

repaired the Davenport

cars.

Nota lot has changed. The

closest full-service restaurant
is still a 20-minute drive from

the school. Active farms and fruit

stands still dot the roads.

And Robin Davenport contin-
ues to hang around the school.
He's the principal.

In a city where thousands of
residents come and go each year,
the &8-year-old school is a con-
stant, isolated from traffic and
commerce farther north.

The city’s smallest elementary
school is so far south, it's closer to
the Morth Carolina border than
to Pungo. With a little traffic, it
can easily take an hour to drive
to the school from the Beach's
Town Center.

Ewery child rides the bus or is
driven by a parent. And it’s not
uncommeon for the school nurse
to take a sick child home.

See CREEDS, PACGE 8



Teresa Iilzw'y" W
Litwary assistant

Jessie Whitehurst

Bus driver

Mena Brandl
First-grade teacher

o, N

Inanne Martin
Physacal eddication
assistant

Diana Saunders
Four hi-grae teaches

Creeds Elementary School

His =her weckid

i the cafewria

Dala Sipport specialist

Julia Odgen
Physical education
B3gigtant

FRobin Lee
Schial office:

Kindergarten
asssstant

&

Jo Ann Stutzman
Administrative assistant

Ralph Jordan
Bus driver

Armida Dora
Fourth-grade teacher

&

A UNIQUE

Lindsey Olinda
Second-grade

FAMILY TREE

Creed Elementary Schod
is the kind of place where
he murse will dhive a sick
i binmee from school, With
Gl stadfers. 16 students,

and an isolated location in
‘Virginla Reachs rural
wugh, Ereeds necupics a

place apart, Mary stalfers
e L e sehool or its
redecessor, Craeds High

School Cibe

s are related,
o thelr parents, worked
together. Fully half of the
StAff has some sortof
persnal conrection at the
schonl. At lefe, they make a
unigue Schohse

~family tree.”
O Vickl Baker
Dl Sipport specialist
9 They attended Creeds
Margaret Akers Jean Moore
Cuslodian Cuis Losdian o They an: relabed.
[ i y They ar their husbands
i y’g were PTA president.
c‘""““”‘“' Deborah Keller They have children or
Kinderparten teach: Bus diirer randchikren who
attend or attended Creeds.
4 SO Cromiy Dermstary Scecs
Margaret Hayes Diame Vander LUHIEMET SN BANAR S0 TR AT,
Bus driver & pecial education teacher STLEEN GATE, LAUBEN BTy THE VIRGIMLAN SILOT

SOTH
HANPTON ROADS [ Wk
PORTS.

Areh

CHES \
BOURED: ISR Teledlias WP

CREEDS ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL HAS

Continied from Pope |

Ureeds is one of the most
slable elementaries n The cil y.
Cnly a few dozen studerts conr:
nnd go eneh vear.

This year, the clusure of
Morfolk's Ford plant hit hoae,
Davenport said, Several of
the students, whose familica

o the o
ity b Live i e country,
muved aveay.

Among the schoel's 6.3 staff-
crs, Davenport savs, at least
vme-thard live within the vast
Creedsattenbonoe e, which
encompasses parks or all of
Blackwaler, Creeds, Knotis

Islard and Pusgo.

Half of the sehiols employ-
wes have sther tez tothe school.
Many af them, their children
or their grandchildren hove

goes from the next
generation to the next,” said
Davenport, who grew up on
Farmland 10 minutes from the
schoul.

Koy, that T st But it
wmr't bappen in my lifetime or

When her son enrolled in
the late 19505, Ressie Daven.
purt began volunteering ot the
school. The next vear, she got
a job in the cabeteria,

B | just goes from
the next generation to
the nest.”

Radvin havenpaut, Creads
Plemmantary School principal

Kobin Davenport, who re-
wently learmed tat his moth-
er's volunteer effo
ber that jobs, sl thad over ©
paust decade, b has hived many
volunteer parents.

“You get to know these peo-
pe.” hie saisl, “You know what
they're capable of. You know

Hherr work eflic™

His msother eventually e
e the position of cafeteria
MARAgeT.

Thnuﬂl. she (s 88 nnd has bong
sance regired, she soll s ol
leaguaes at the school.

When Davenport attended
the school, it served grades
1m0 7 Ile went stenight from
Crveds to Kellam High School.
Pirw Cremeechs mervees Kandergar.
fen Through GiTh grade.

b school remaing small,
with only 285 students cn-
wulledd during the school year.
Birdneck Elementary, the
city's largest, had about 1000
this year.

DEEP ROOTS IN COMMUNITY

Tl schenal has dleep rots.
Creerds opened as one of Prine
ceas Anme County's high
#chools in 1939,

In 1954, Ebecame anclenien-
tary sch

Six years ago, contracturs
renvated the huildamg, and
trw the zchool s library shares
awalland a door witha branch
of the public libsary.

Through mid-Awgust, the
sehool lbrary will hest read-
Ang nihts every Wednesduy.

=1t sush a family,” Dn\tn—
port said. A friendly

Lwuren Reth, (757) 223-5413,
Fauren.reeh @ pliotenling cem





